
KEY ACHIEVEMENTS
 Eurogroup contributed greatly to the adoption of a new EU law 

which makes the use of alternative test methods an obligation.

HELPING 
ANIMALS USED 
IN RESEARCH
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PROTECTING 
WILD 
ANIMALS
Wild animals throughout the world are exploited, cruelly trapped, hunted and killed. 
In addition human activity such as farming results in a loss of habitat which is 
rapidly threatening the planet’s biodiversity.

Eurogroup is robustly campaigning for effective legislation to protect wild animals 
and for improved enforcement of existing legislation to safeguard their welfare in all 
circumstances – whether in the wild or in captivity, traded or kept as exotic pets.

As a direct result of Eurogroup action, the European Commission has opened 
legal proceedings against member states for failing to properly enforce EU rules 
protecting wild animals kept in zoos.



KEY ACHIEVEMENTS
 Eurogroup is proud that its campaign has led to an EU ban 

on the import of birds caught in the wild for the pet trade.
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EUROPEAN ACTION
FOR ANIMALS 
KEPT AS PETS
Millions of dogs, cats, birds and other animals in the EU are kept for 
companionship, sport or entertainment. While many are loved and cared for as 
members of the family, a great number end up being abandoned or mistreated. 
Breeding and selling pets is an important business where the welfare of the 
animals is sacrifi ced for commercial gain.

While each EU member state has its own domestic animal welfare legislation, 
standards vary greatly and Eurogroup is strongly urging the European Commission 
to adopt adequate measures to ensure that all pet animals are properly treated to 
protect their health and welfare.



KEY ACHIEVEMENTS
 Gaining acceptance of member states that the European Commission should 

take action on companion animals including the introduction of identifi cation 
schemes, traceability and responsible breeding and ownership.

EUROPEAN ACTION
FOR ANIMALS 
KEPT AS PETS
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RESPONSIBLE 

PRODUCTION 
AND 
CONSUMPTION
While animal welfare is a shared responsibility for everyone involved in the food chain, 
from farmers to food producers, retailers and consumers, we recognise that retailers 
play a unique role.

Supermarkets have the opportunity to improve the welfare of millions of animals 
produced for food by asking their suppliers to respect high welfare standards and by 
selling products from welfare friendly systems such as Beter Leven or Freedom Food.
Recent decisions by retailers to stop selling eggs from cruel battery cages have had a 
huge infl uence on the move to more animal welfare friendly systems such as free-
range.

As a consequence Eurogroup is working with retailers to improve their animal welfare 
policies. Eurogroup monitors the major retailers across Europe and reviews their 
Corporate Social Responsibility reports.

As a leading partner of the EU funded project “European Animal Welfare Platform” 
Eurogroup has contributed to establishing this retail, food producing and NGO forum 
to agree priority welfare issues in the supply chain.



KEY ACHIEVEMENTS
 Animal welfare is now recognised and addressed within major international standards 

schemes such as GLOBALG.A.P, ISO 26000 and Sustainable Agriculture Initiative.

RESPONSIBLE 

PRODUCTION 
AND 
CONSUMPTION
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INTERNATIONAL 
CO-OPERATION 
AND OUTREACH
Increasing international trade in live animals and animal products means that the 
work of Eurogroup can no longer be restricted within EU borders. Decisions on 
standards and regulations within the European Union have an impact on animal 
welfare around the globe where it affects the way animals are farmed or products are 
tested for their safety.

Eurogroup believes that all products in our shopping basket should be produced to 
the same standards regardless whether produced in the EU or imported. Trade rules 
should allow for countries to decide what they can do to protect their animals and 
their consumers.

We contribute to animal welfare internationally through representation in international 
coalitions and institutions such as the World Animal Health Organisation and work 
together with international animal protection groups. We closely monitor European 
policy on international trade and are ensuring that animal welfare is included in all 
bilateral agreements between the EU and third countries.



KEY ACHIEVEMENTS
 The launch of the Trans-Atlantic Animal Welfare Council brings together 

EU and US animal welfare organisations which provides for a coordinated 
approach to international trade and animal welfare.

INTERNATIONAL 
CO-OPERATION 
AND OUTREACH
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